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Military History of the

Twelith Kansas Volunteer Infantry.

Roster listing of soldiers, 12th Regiment, Company D

The Twelfth Regiment Kansas Volunteer Infantry was raised in response to a call of the President of the
United States, dated July ----, 1862, for 300,000 volunteers for "three years, unless sooner discharged."

The quota of Kansas under this call was three regiments of infantry. Hon. James H. Lane, then U.S.
Senator from Kansas, was authorized by the War Department to raise this quota of troops, and under
certain restrictions, to officer the same when mustered into the United States service, thereby taking
from the Governor of the State the right to commission the officers, and ignoring his authority.

In the month of August, 1862, Charles W. Adams, of Lawrence, was authorized to recruit a regiment of
cavalry in the counties of Wyandotte, Johnson, Douglas, Miami, Franklin, Coffey, Allen, Linn and
bourbon. Within six weeks after the authority for recruiting was given, the regiment had more than the
minimum number of men in readiness to take the field. The regiment rendezvoused and was mustered
into servce at Paola, Kansas, in the month of September, 1862.

On the 7th day of September, 1862, while Co. H was being recruited in Johnson county, quantrell's
guerilla band surprised the town of Olathe, sacked the place, and murdered five unarmed men of that
company.

In the month of October, Cos. A and I were ordered to the town of Olathe, Kansas, and Cos. G and K
were ordered to Mound City, Kansas.

The regiment was divided and detachments stationed at different points along the line between Kansas
and Missouri, as follows: Paola, Olathe, Wyandotte, Shawnee, Mound City, Trading Post, Fort Scott,
Leavenworth and Fort Riley, performing various kinds of service, mainly escorting forage trains, and
occasionally pursuing guerrilla bands, which so numerously infested the borders. One company - H -

was stationed at Fort Larned, Kansas. These posts were guarded by the 12th Regiment alternately, and
also occupying Kansas City, Westport and Hickman's Mills, Mo., constantly scouting and marching
from place to place, collecting forage and protecting the loyal peple on the border of Missouri and the
whole State of Kansas from the ravages of merciless bushwhackers and thieves.

On the 8th of October, 1863, a detachment participated in an engagement at Baxter Springs, in which
company B lost one man killed - Private john T. Moore.

The 28th of October, 1863, Cos. B, E and F were ordered to escort a supply train via Fort Gibson to
Fort Smith, Ark., where they arrived November 17, 1863.

In the month of November cos. A, C, D G, I and K concentrated at Fort Scott, Kansas, preparatory to

starting to Fort Smith, (Co. H still remaining on the Plains at Fort Larned), and on the 13th day of
December they started. The march was executed through rain, snow and mud, a distance of two hundred
and ten miles, in fifteen days.
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In the month of February, 1864, Co. H joined the regiment at Fort Smith, ark., and remained on duty
with it at that place, performing escort duty almost constantly with forage trains.

On the 23d of March the regiment marched with the 2d Brigade, Frontier Division, 7h Army Corps,
from Fort Smith on the Camden Expedition, and on the 9th of April, the Division, commanded by Brig.

Gen. J. M. Thayer, joined the portion of the 7th Corps that marched from Little Rock, under command
of Maj. Gen. Steele, at Little Missouri River, having been on a forced march from the time it left Fort
Smith.

The roads were in an almost impassable condition, on account of the snow and heavy rains which had
fallen during the winter and early part of the spring. On the 11th of April the entire army moved forward

about five miles to Prairie de Anne. On the 12th, the enemy not giving any evidence of battle, the
regiment moved with the main command acorss the prairie in the direction of Camden, marched into the
timber about three miles beyond Moscow, and encamped for the night, where it remained until the next
day about noon. The train, in the meantime, had been laboring to cross the Terre Nor Swamp, and had
so far succeeded that orders were given to "sling knapsacks," when suddenly rapid firing was heard in
the rear. The regiment fell into line with all dispatch, and was ordered to reinforce the troops engaged.
The enemy kept falling back gradually for about five miles, and finally ceased firing and withdrew. The
regiment then resumed its march, and entered the Terre Nor Swamp, and darkness overtaking it, the
night was passed there.

The regiment proceeded with the command to Camden, Ark., without further interruption, where it

arrived on the 16th of April, and remained there until the 26th, when, upon learning the enemy had been
largely reinforced by the rebel Gen. Kirby Smith, who had just returned with this command from the
campaign against Gen. Banks, and having but two or three days rations, the army could not longer hold

its position, and on the 26th the town was evacuated.

In the meantime, on the 18th of April, a detachment of the Frontier Division, under command of Col. J.
M. Williams, was attacked at Poison Springs, on a foraging expedition, by an overwhelming rebel force,
and after a very severe engagement, and considerable loss in killed and wounded, col. Williams
commanded being short of ammunition, the train was abandoned and fell into the hands of the enemy.

ON the evening of the 29th of April, the army reached Jenkins' ferry or crossing on the Saline River. As
the command approached the river, the rear was attacked by the enemy wiht artillery. At the same time a
violent rain commenced falling, which continued until the next day, in a very short time making the

roads impassable for trains. On the morning of the 30th, the enemy renewed the attack in force, and the
battle continued with great fury until 2 o'clock p.m., when the enemy withdrew his forces from the field.
After repelling the enemy, the command succeeded in crossing the Saline River that afternoon, and as it
was entirely destitute of rations, it was compelled to march with the greatest haste possible in the
direction of Little Rock, and encamped for the night five miles from the battle field.

On the following morning the march was resumed, after burning nearly all the baggage and clothing.
The men, worn down by excessive fatigue, were no longer able to carry blankets or knapsacks, and it
was with the most vigorous effort, and the hope of meeting supplies, that they were able to drag their
weary bodies forward. The cavalry brigade was sent in advance to Little Rock to procure rations for the
command. The worn-out infantry was met with supplies at fourche, twelve miles from Little Rock. The
whole command being so nearly exhausted, it immediately camped for the night to rest. On the

following morning (May 8th) it reached Little Rock, where it remained until the 7th, when the 12th
Regiment moved with the Frontier Division on a forced march to Fort Smith, for the purpose of

repelling a threatened attack on that place, where it arrived on the 17th of the same month, having
marched a distance of five hundred and fifty miles in about fifty days from the time it left Fort Smith
until it returned, through swamps and marshes, over mountains, wading streams, making roadways

20f3 7/2/09 8:06 PM



12th Regiment, Kansas Volunteer Infantry http://www franklincountykansas.net/military/KS12thReglInf.htm

30f3

during the day, performing guard duty nearly every night, and at no time with more than half rations,
sometimes with but a small quantity of unground corn, and part of the time entirely destitute of
provisions either for men or animals.

The regiment suffered a greater loss of men from the effects of this most arduous campaign than during
all previous marches and engagements, many of the men being entirely worn out by excessive fatigue
and continues marching through swamps and in rain, and some were unable to accompany their
commands further than Little Rock.

Shortly after the regiment returned to Fort Smith, it was set at work on the fortifications, then in process
of construction at that place. A line of earthworks was made about one and a half miles from the
garrison, extending from the Poteau River on the west to the Arkansas River on the northeast of the city,
a distance of about five miles, and timber felled in front of the line three-fourths of a miles, to prevent
the enemy's cavalry or artillery from advancing upon the Fort.

The following winter the regiment was engaged in escorting forage trains into the country, which were

employed in gathering forage for the cavalry and trains at the post, until the 24th day of February, 1865,
when it was conveyed on board of a steamer to Little Rock, Ark., where it remained, performing labor
on fortifications and doing fatigue and guard duty, until June 3d, 1865, when it was mustered out of
service under the provisions of a telegram from the War Department, Adjutant General's Office, dated
May 29, 1865, signed T. M. Vincent, A. A. G.,to J.J. Reynolds, Major General commanding

Department of Arkansas, to take effect June 30th, 1865.
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